A Guide to Effective Teaching
I. Introduction to the Right Methods

Being a Huynh Truong is a calling.  We’re called to teach, to pass on the faith to kids, the students that God entrusted in our hands.  Faith is an intimate relationship with God, so when we teach about faith, it has to lead to the “experience” of faith.  What the student learn has to connect with their lives, what they learn matter to them, so that they are more and more aware of God’s involvement in their lives and deepen their relationship with God.  
The Teaching Method is a tool, and if used properly, we will get good results. To effectively teach about faith, the method we use should:

1. Promote thinking: 

a. Question about faith

b. Think about daily life experiences in the light of faith to see “where is God in my experience, my situation”

2. Experience:

a. Start with what the student already knows and link that to what we want to teach

b. Students see, experience God’s love not just in our words, but in our actions, our life, our whole being, when we interact with them.
c. We can’t teach about God when we don’t have an experience with God.

3. Prayer:
a. Nurture prayer life, starting in the classroom

4. Lesson Plan:
b. Got to have lesson plan

II. Planning a Lesson:
Ask yourself the following questions when you create your lesson plan:

1. What should I teach? (Know the Topic)

· Topics and lessons in CTTT:  choose topics that are meaningful, important, and applicable to their life and faith
· Know the material, know the topic (check out links to online resources)
2. What do I want them to learn? (Create Lesson Objectives)
· What do you want students to do with what they’re learning? In other words, you need to develop a lesson objective(s) or goal for your students to reach by the end of the lesson.
· The emphasis is not on what you will teach but on what students will learn
3. How will I get them there? (Choose teaching strategies to reach the objectives)
Here is where the activities come in.  Make sure that everything you do in a lesson is leading them toward accomplishing the lesson objective(s).  It is ok to answer questions that get off topic, but make sure you are always keeping your lesson objective/goal in mind. Try to find the balance between “teachable moments” and staying on tasks.
· Lecture

· Activities to keep students engaged (different activities to meet different learning styles, know your students)

· Prayer, journal… help students to experience what they are learning on a personal level.   To effectively teach the faith, you must have students experience the faith.  
4. How will I know they have learned it? (Assessing Student’s Learning)

Need something in place to check on whether or not student is learning

III. Creating Lesson Objective(s)/Goal:  SWBAT + learning verb + topic
The Objectives must be Measurable, Manageable, and Made First

1. Student Will Be Able To (SWBAT):  

This will place focus on what student will learn, not what teacher will teach.

2. Action (Learning) Verb:  

When you design lesson plan objectives make sure you include an action verb that describes what you want students to be able to do with the content they have learned. Will you have the students explain a concept? Compare and contrast? Identify? Define? Each of these verbs are “action” verbs not passive like “know,” “learn,” or “understand.”  They require students to use what they know, learn or understand. Make sure the action verbs you choose are challenging yet age-appropriate for your students.
Examples:  Lesson Title: Original Sin
Objectives:

a. Students will be able to (SWBAT):

b. Recall facts about how Adam & Eve committed the first sin.

c. Explain the moral of the Original Sin story in their own words

d. Give an example of how they can obey their parents.

3. Content of the Lesson:
The end of the lesson objective sentence describes the content of your lesson. Be specific about what you want your students to learn here so that you can stay on task during the lesson.
IV.   Choose Teaching Strategies to Reach Objective

1. Preparing Teacher Edition:

Teacher edition should have detailed steps of the lesson and the time frame for each step
2. Teaching materials:
Use different teaching materials such as projector, movies, music, posters…
3. Activities:
Avoid lecturing the whole period
Build different activities into lesson, such as games, debates, discussions, journaling, sharing, group work, projects
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4. Summary of lesson:
Send your students off with one or two main points that you want to get across
5. Extending learning beyond classroom:
Use online forum to expand on the topic and keep the learning throughout the week

V.  Lesson Presentation: 
1. Class settings: 

· Depending on the lesson you can have different settings to call attention to the topic.  

· Arrange your classroom to promote interaction

2. Prayer:

· Start your class with prayer to and maintain that prayer mood throughout the period
· One word check in so you have an idea where your students are
3. Engaging students:

· See Tips for Effectively Leading Class Discussions 

· Involve students in leading prayer, group discussions, projects, setup, prepare materials…
4. Follow lesson plan:

· Balance between “teachable moment” and lesson objective
· Not all questions need to be answered.
V.  Assessing Student’s Learning
Here is a list of examples of formative assessment ideas other than quizzes and tests:
· Student Surveys

· Brief in-class writing assignment /Journals

· Class/group discussions/ Debate 
· Homework exercises

· Interview Students

· Review Games

· Summarize main ideas

VI. Online Teaching Resources:
1. http://www.thereligionteacher.com/  ( Practical resources and effective teaching strategies for religious educators

2. http://forums.catholic.com/  ( Catholic Answers Forum

3. http://www.catholiceducation.org/  ( In depth look at moral issues

4. http://www.silk.net/RelEd/  ( Sample lesson plans, resources, cliparts, puzzles, articles, activities

5. http://www.usccb.org/movies  ( Movie reviews from a Catholic perspective
6. http://www.catholiccatechist.org/freeFile_Category.php  ( Free files, games, activities, teaching aids...

7. http://resource.fraynework.com.au/%2Findex.cfm  ( More teaching resources, multimedia, and full lesson plans
8. http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU.aspx  ( Catholic Update Newsletters - very good short concise teaching materials on different topics.
9. http://www.lifeteen.com/
10. http://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-teens.htm
Tips for Effectively Leading Class Discussions
1. Choose interesting topics
 Sometimes students just aren’t interested in the topic. Let’s face it, most of the time students aren’t that interested. Part of the challenge is to make things interesting for the student by making connections to their lives and the things they ARE interested in discussing.

2. Ask good questions
Even if students are interested in participating, the questions still need to be clear and direct. Good questions connect to the students’ prior knowledge (things they already know). Good questions are concise. Good questions do not have yes or no answers. Good questions are built up by other good questions.
3. Try to get everyone to participate
Think for a moment about Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter books and movies. She always knows the answer and she is always called upon. The rest of the students expect the teachers to call on her. They may not even listen to the question thinking they won’t have to answer anyways. Make sure all the students are engaged and prepared to answer.

4. Call on specific students
Don’t set students up for failure. Call on the students who you think will be able to answer or think through the question. Call on their name first then pose the question to make sure they are listening. Then, bounce the question off of other students. For example, “Johnny, do you agree? Why?”
5. Don’t damage their self-confidence
Many students have developed habits of not participating in class because they have consistently been told they were wrong by the teacher. When a student answers incorrectly, pose the question back to them. Have them explain their answers and help them uncover the correct answer. Compliment often. Follow the 4:1 rule. Four compliments for every corrective feedback.
6. Popsicle Sticks and Note Cards
Use popsicle sticks or note cards with the students’ names on them to call on students randomly. This will keep students listening to the questions if they know they might be called on to answer. You can also use these to make sure all of the students have participated in a certain day.
7. Ball Toss 

To add a little fun and excitement, use a soft ball (or rolled up sock) to designate the single person that is able to speak. When another person wants to participate, they can raise their hand and wait for the ball to be passed to them. The teachers should also request the ball to speak.
8. Devil’s Advocate/Provocation 

 As the teacher/catechist, try to defend a statement that is outrageous or controversial. Make the students really believe that you mean what you say and they will be much more likely to discuss and debate. Rehash the discussion afterwards.
Lesson Title  

Objective(s)  
Materials Needed:

Opening Prayer: ( ___ min): 

Detail Steps:

	Steps
	Main Points

	
	


Conclusion:
Ending Prayer:

2

